Definition of precursors in gynecologic cancer.
Epithelial lesions of the vulva with patterns of dysplasia or carcinoma in situ may be associated with underlying invasive squamous cell carcinoma or the presence of dysplasia or carcinoma elsewhere on the vulva. These lesions may regress spontaneously, particularly when they appear as multiple papules in young patients. Two major classifications of precancerous lesions of the cervix are in current usage: 1) mild to severe dysplasia and carcinoma in situ; 2) cervical intraepithelial neoplasia, grades I to III. Both of them imply a more complete understanding of the nature of these changes than exists at the present time. Precancerous lesions of the cervix, vagina, vulva, and/or perineum are often associated synchronously or asynchronously. Although there are numerous designations for precancerous lesions of the endometrium, relatively little precise information exists about their significance. In managing women with these lesions, the gynecologist should communicate with the pathologist about the meaning of his diagnostic term, inquiring how far along the road toward invasive carcinoma the precancerous process is judged to be.